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Visions are interesting.  Some visions are shorter term while 

others are life-long, but either requires focus and commitment for 

progression or fulfillment.  From the beginning, Fran and I had a 

vision for our lives together to be a wonderful life-long experience.  Our wedding vows 

remind us of this vision: to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, 

richer or poor, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part.  

We are committed to our vision and live into it fully.    

Pastor Andy Stanly tells of a congregation who fell short by $180,000 toward 

their vision of purchasing a necessary piece of property for their continued growth.  A 

bank manager from the congregation made the suggestion that if 200 people from the 

church came to the bank on Monday morning that he would do everything possible to 

write a one year note to each of them for $1,000.  In telling this true story, Andy relays 

that over two hundred people showed up at the bank on Monday morning and the 

church met their need for the purchase of the property ï just part of the larger vision.  In 

Andyôs book, ñVisioneering,ò he reminds us that a Godly vision is raised continually as 

a banner before the people of God.    

Our church vision statement parades before each of us weekly on our bulletin 

and other writings, St. Johnôs ñmission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by 

reaching out to Godôs community through worship, witness, nurture, and service.ò  
This vision is amplified with Jesusô call to the church ñto go into the world and make 

disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to follow 

the commands that I have given you. And remember always that I am with you always 

even until the end of the age.ò   

Journeying through 2012, rest assured multiple opportunities to live into our 

vision ï short and long term - will happen.  Godôs just that wayéopportunities are 

placed before us, and we are called into action to make and mature as disciples through 

multiple means. To include:   

(1) to be known as the most ñradically hospitableò church in town ï by welcoming all 

with open hearts, minds, and doors;  (2)  to have passionate worship services where all 

come with excitement and anticipation of Godôs presence;   (3)  to engage in and mature 

through intentional faith development; (4) to be actively involved in reaching out in 

mission and service and (5) to be engaged in extravagant generosity.  What a great way 

to mold and make disciples!  Doable éwithout questionéand then some!  We need 

simply to live into the vision. 

    Catch the Vision!     

     Pastor Carl 
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Childrenôs Choirs started their 

Spring semester on Wednesday, 

January 25, 5:30-6:15 PM in the 

Fellowship Center.  

The SonShine Kids are 4 years-1st 

Grade.  The LifeSong choir is Grades 2-

5.  Each choir will work on music to sing 

in worship once a month as well as have 

opportunities to play bells, orff 

instruments, drums, and learn sign 

language.  Hope you will join us; itôs still early!  

 

Chancel Choir rehearsal resumes on Wednesday, 

February 1 (7:00-8:30 PM in the Sanctuary).   
 

 

Relentless starts back on 

Wednesday, February 1, 

4:30-5:15 PM in the 

Sanctuary. 

 

    Grace and Peace, 

     Carrie 
 

 

 

Lost your name badge  

 or need a new one?   

If you have lost your name badge, need a 

new one, or maybe an extra one, please contact Kim 

Pittman at kim.pittman74@gmail.com or 803-936-2944.  

You may also sign up in the Connector hallway in the 

Education Building where the other name badges are 

located.  We  want everyone to share in the joys of being in 

the know.    

 

 
ATTENTION VIPS  

The VIPS will meet on Monday, February 20, 

11:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Fellowship Center for 

entertainment by Polly Adams followed by a 

delicious meal. Due to the high grocery prices, we 

ask that you sign up so we do not have excess 

food!  Hope to see you there!! 

ThanksƋVIP Team 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS  

have been given to St. Johnôs for: 
J.C. and Veola Green, Rev. and Mrs. William Carraway 

By Colonel & Mrs. Jimmy Green. 

Cameron Ward 
By M/M Joe Griffin, The Larry Sweatt Family. 

Officers Jeff Shelton and Sean Clark 
By Mr. and Mrs. John Shelton. 

Jack Nalley 
By Mr. and Mrs. Lindsey Vaughn. 

Lorrie Ann Davies 
By Mr. and Mrs. George Rhinehardt. 

Gerald Vowell 
By The New Wesley Fellowship Class. 

 

HONORARIAS  

have been given to St. Johnôs for: 
Michael, Jodie, Katie & Eliza Murrell 

By Mr. and Mrs. Michael Murrell. 

Jack Lyles 
By Carla Vowell. 

R. W. Edmondson & John Howard 
By St. Johnôs United Methodist Men. 

 

VITAL CONGREGATIONS  

I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 

you a future with hope.  (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

THE CALL TO ACTION  
The United Methodist Church continues to be a 

spiritual influence in the world for the Gospel.  

Essential to its ministry are healthy, vital 

congregations.  But what makes a congregation 

vital and what do vital congregations do?  While 

the true testimony of a congregation lies in the 

stories told by those whose lives have been 

transformed, there is also other information that 

clearly shows the movement of the Holy Spirit in 

vital congregations around the world. 

 

An upcoming District meeting will be held  

Sunday, March 4, 3:00-6:00 PM at Woodland 

UMC, Rock Hill for all the churches to 

participate.   



 
 
 Director of Childrenõs Ministries & WEE School 
    Laura Williams  
                      sjumckids@comporium.net  

 

It is with a sad heart that I tell you that Mrs. Donna will no longer be in  

our nursery. She has worked with our children for almost 2 years and is  

ready to go back to the adult world on Sunday morning. We are now in  

search of a  nursery worker . If you are interested in working on Sunday  

mornings with our children, please contact Laura at the church or email at sjumckids@comporium.net .  

 

   Have a New Kid by Friday 
Change your childõs behaviorñfast!  

     Want a kid without the attitude? Without the behavior that makes you slink 

away in the grocery store and pretend youõre not the parent? A kid with 

character who isnõt a character? If youõre tired of defiant attitudes and power 

struggles with your little ankle -biters or the disrespectful hormone group, read 

this book and follow the simple principles, and youõll have a new kid by Friday. 

Guaranteed! 

     Have a New Kid by Friday  is your 5 -day action planñMonday through 

Fridayñthat really works! With his signature wit and commonsense psychology, 

internationally recognized family expert Dr. Kevin Leman reveals why your kids 

do what they do and what you can do about it ñstarting right now.  

     St. Johnõs UMC will offer Have a New Kid by Friday beginning Wednesday,  

February 22 at 9:30am. Pastor Carl Hunsucker will lead this fun and informative class. Cost is $10 and 

registration is available in the Fellowship Center or by emailing Laura at sjumckids@comporium.net.  

 

Piedmont Medical Center needs Treasure Chest items!!  The Pediatric department has a 

beautiful treasure chest that the children of St. Johnõs UMC decorated during VBS many 

years ago. The treasure chest is a place that children can visit before or after receiving 

chemotherapy treatments or after a painful procedure. They can choose an item to help 

brighten their day. Please help us refill the chest. Ideas include but are not limited to: 

puzzles, coloring books and crayons, crib toys, stuffed animals, childrenõs blankets and 

hats. Please bring your NEW  item to the bin outside Lauraõs office through the month of February. 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  is just around the corner!!! June 4 thru June 8 from 9am to 

12noon. Make plans now to be a part of the fun!!  Visit us at sjvbs.yolasite.com for a 

preview!! 

 
The WEE School is on goodsearch.com.  When you need to search for something on the 

internet, please consider using goodsearch.com. Simply register and connect with St. Johnõs UMC WEE 
School. For every search you make, they will make a donation to us!  
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Ministries 
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New Youth Study Offered  
 

ñGENERATION CHANGEò is 

an entertaining, informative 
youth Bible study that shows 

todayôs students how money really works, how God 
views money and how to grow into responsible young 
adults who are ready to embrace all of Godôs 
blessings!  It is a Dave Ramsey study for those of you 
familiar with his ñFinancial Peace Universityò 
plan.  Kathy Marakoff and I will teach this study over an 
8 week, 45 minute class and if you would like to take a 
look at the material, please email me at 
sjumcyouth@comporium.net or check it out on 
daveramsey.com.  We will begin Sunday, February 
12.  Your cost will be $19.95 for the student workbook, 
pledge card and t-shirt. 
 

DVDôs and information included in the study: 
ñValue of Youò ï Youth will recognize the value they 
have in Godôs eyes.  They will understand that it is not 
things that make them who they are but God. 
ñMaterialism Mayhemò ï Youth will understand the 
hazards of going into debt, how to create an age 
appropriate budget so debt is never an option, and how 
cunning credit card companies try to fight for their 
business and brand loyalty. 
ñMoney Mindsò ï Youth will gain the tools to make 
wise purchases, handle money using a simple envelope 
system, and learn the importance of saving. 
ñThe Gift of Givingò ï Youth will grasp the benefit of 
giving. 
 
Children and Youth will be collecting items for 
ñHEALTH KITSò for UMVIM (United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission) through Valentineôs Day.  Drop 
boxes will be located in the gathering space outside the 
Fellowship Center and outside the Sanctuary.  You may 
donate individual items or prepare a complete Health 
Kit on your own.  
 

Health kits include: 
One hand towel 
One washcloth 
One comb 
One nail file or two emery boards 
One bar of soap in original wrapping 
One toothbrush in original sealed package 
Six adhesive bandages 
(Wrap the brand new items in the new hand towel, tie it 
with string or yarn, and place inside a sealed one-gallon 
plastic bag with a zipper enclosure.) 
 

You may also donate money to help purchase items for 
the kits or to help UMVIM defray the cost of shipping 

the kits. Checks should be made payable to St. Johnôs 
UMC with ñHealth Kitò on the memo line. 
 
SALKEHATCHIE SUMMER SERVICE 2012 
information is here!  Salkehatchie is an intense 
Saturday to Saturday experience for anyone ages 14 
and up to serve.  We come to serve the people of South 
Carolina in the Christian sense of the word.  We do not 
work on empty buildings, but rather on homes where 
real people live; people who need love, a sense of 
ownership, an avenue for creativity and a desire to 
belong.  Our purpose is to extend a helping hand out 
(not down) to our fellow human beings in the spirit of 
love and acceptance.  We hope youôll consider 
participating in Salkehatchie Summer Service againðor 
for the first timeðthis year! 
     The cost is $215.00 and full payment is due by 
March 30, 2012.  You are encouraged to apply early 
(by March 1

st
!) as many camps filled up quickly last 

year.   Checks are payable to Salkehatchie Summer 
Service and may be mailed directly with your 
Application form and Background Check (if necessary) 
or delivered to the church office for mailing.  If you mail 
your Application on your own, please notify me so you 
may be added to any information emails that go out for 
your camp.  You may go online at 
www.salkehatchie.org for an Application and to find 
camp dates.  Applicants must be at least 14 years old 
by the starting date of their chosen camp.  The Youth 
Program budgets $100 per youth to attend (if you 
choose to use these funds), so your cost for your child 
(8

th
 grade to 12

th
 grade) would be $115.00 payable to 

Salkehatchie Summer Service and I will cut a check to 
accompany your youthôs Application.  Full scholarship is 
available for those in need and you may contact Brenda 
Wilges for details.  
 

If you want to learn more about Salkehatchie and 
opportunities to serve, please contact: 

 

Rev. Carl Hunsucker, carlhunsucker@gmail.com,  
803-269-8787 

 

Frank Gravely, Fairfield Camp Director, 
pgpservices@yahoo.com, 704-619-1528  

Brenda Wilges, Director of Youth Ministries, 
sjumcyouth@comporium.net, 803-547-7538 

 
Sunday School is offered to our youth in The 
Zone every Sunday morning from 10:00-10:45!  
Hope to see you there!! 
 If you would like more information about 
UMYF, Confirmation or Junior High/Senior High 
Sunday School, please contact Brenda Wilges, 
D i r e c t o r  o f  Y o u t h  M i n i s t r i e s  a t 
www.sjumcyouth@comporium.net. 
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